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getic in opposing the Constitution, Carrol! and Jenifer in sup-
porting if. Tlae legislature voted by a majority of seven to call
a state convention to debate ratification.

The real contest in Maryland came during the campaign for
the election of the delegates to the convention, Martin in his
"tavern harangues." according to Carroll, told members of the
legislature that more than twenty members of the Federal Con-
vention had been in favor of a "Kingly Government." Mercer
made assertions which grew into rumors that the French Minister
had had a hand in tibe Convention; and that Langdon of New
Hampshire had said he would be willing, on certain terms, to
have Washington made "despot of America." These and other
stories reached the public "When they attended the Polls/* again
according to Carroll, "a wildness appeared in many which
show'd they were really frightened." And yet the Federalists must
have been in the majority, no matter how skillful the Fed-
eralist leaders were., for at the election for members of the
state convention more than half the counties instructed their
delegates to ratify without considering any amendments. Only a
few of the delegates were opposed to the Constitution, and
nearly two-thirds were opposed to any amendments. The Con-
stitution was particularly popular with the shipbuilders, mer-
chants, mechanics, and sailors of Baltimore, who believed the
new general government would bring them quick prosperity by
its encouragement to commerce.

The convention, which met in the noble State House at
Annapolis on April 21, was Brmly under Federalist control.
The members spent two days in organizing and making rules
for the transaction of business. On the 23rd the Constitution was
first read to them. By a large majority it was voted that there
would be no debate on "any particular part of the proposed plan
of federal government for the United States: but that the whole
thereof stall be read through a second time, after which, the
subject may be fully debated and considered; and then the
president shall put the question, That this convention do assent
to and ratify the same constitution/ "

Nothing was done on the 24th, but on the 25th William Paca,
who had signed the Declaration of Independence, produced a
series of amendments, "not to prevent, but to accompany the
ratification," which he aslced leave to read. Whereupon a dele-